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Below  my reconstruction of the area viewed south south west 
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This area of Toddington has  always fascinated me because historically it 

had 18 cottages and 60 residents all cramped into such a small area be-

tween the pond and Luton Road. So I set out to make a reconstruction art 

piece to look down and imagine how it looked. Then take the same view in 

block form and add the owners and tenants.   

Adjacent was  the Club, which again was dense with industry and cottages, 

being the New Inn, the brewery and malt house, blacksmiths, cottages, chip 

shop and stables during the time we are talking about. 

On the other side of the pond, behind Wentworth House was Fowlers Yard 

which was another courtyard of high density cottages. 

Because these were small ‘two up two down’ rented out cottages, it became 

quite a slum area, reports on some rent books said “Not fit to live in” so 

eventually all were demolished. Because of their insignificance very few pho-

tographs or art  exists but they appear on old maps and of course the resi-

dents appear in the  1911 census and the 1925 rent records. The following 

pages look at the  census page by page with comments then continue with 

more information.  

In 1955 the pond was significantly reduced in size to become the Memorial 

Gardens. I was intrigued by a line of bricks remaining in the Memorial Gar-

dens along the right hand side wondering if these were the remains of the 

cottages but putting the present pond map over an old map proved this is 

how far the pond originally extended, these bricks were the original edge of 

the pond. 
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NOTES 

The Pond Side 

 

Big family; Husband and wife with 6 

children & son-in-law. 9 in one cot-

tage. 
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NOTES 

The Pond Side 

 

Ernest Evans aged 35 had Lizzie 

Holland aged 22 from Luton living 

with him and his two children. It 

states he was a widower. 
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NOTES 

The Pond Side 

 

Frederic Hobbs lived alone and was a 

farm labourer. 
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NOTES 

The Pond Side 

 

William Hucklesby was marked as 

married but lived alone with his 

daughter. 
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NOTES 

The Pond Side 

 

James White lived with his sister, 

Mary Ann Garner who was marked as 

a housekeeper 
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NOTES 

Pond Head 

 

George Denton, his wife and 6 chil-

dren. 

The eldest child was 18 and working 

at a paper factory.  

8 people in this cottage. 
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NOTES 

Pond Head 

Margaret Parker and her two chil-

dren were gypsies and marked so, 

She came from Swansea. 

She was 58 and a widow. 

In 1913 the whole row of the 

thatched cottages were destroyed 

by fire caused by an old gypsy lady 

smoking her clay pipe in bed. This 

is probably the same woman. 
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NOTES 

Pond Head 

 

John and Amelia Franklin had a lodger, 

Mark Evans who was 2 years old. Ini-

tially marked as an adopted son. So one 

can guess this must have been the case 

but not a legal adoption. 
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NOTES 

Pond Head 

 

George Evans was a widower look-

ing after his two sons. 
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NOTES 

Pond Head 

 

Florence Wright and her four daughters. 

Florence is marked as a char woman, laun-

dry work. It says “Never married, children 

born out of wedlock” 

 

Must have been a hard life raising a family 

of 4 just doing washing and ironing. 
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NOTES 

Pond Head 

More Parkers; Montagu and Margaret 

with their 3 year old son, Elijah. 

These were marked as gypsies also be-

ing licensed hawkers and Margaret 

marked, as a scissor grinder. 

There was an Arthur Parker marked and 

then crossed out and marked “dead”. 
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NOTES 

Fireball Court 

 

Both from out of town, Minnie from 

Maidenhead 
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NOTES 

Fireball Court 

 

Rebecca is the oldest resident aged 

83 still looking after a three year old. 

She is marked as a straw worker. 
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NOTES 

Fireball Alley 

 

Samuel lived alone and was marked 

as a labourer and drover. 
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NOTES 

Fireball Court 

 

Sarah was another pensioner living 

on her own formerly a laundress 

from Woburn. 
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NOTES 

Luton Road 

 

Ann Buckingham and her four 

children aged from 28 to 4. 

It states: Ann Buckingham has 

never been married 4 children 

born out of wedlock. 
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Artist’s View 

1925 
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View direction on map 



Above from 1925 Tax Map 

Below from 1911 Census 

Ownership and tenants 

Ownership and tenants 
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Old Photos 

The first two are enlargements from photos 

taken from the church tower so are quite 

blurred but give a good insight of Pond 

Head. 

The third photo is an enlarged crop of the 

last photo showing the whole pond. This is a 

good clear photo of the start of Pond Head 
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Duncombe’s watercolour painted in 1871 is the earliest graphic record of how the pond 

and the start of Pond Head looked. (courtesy of George Day) 

The first reconstruction painting as would be viewed from the church tower 



This photo does not show Pond Head but does show the cottages in 

Fowlers Yard which was at the rear of Wentworth House. 

As there were two gypsy families living in Pond Head the gypsy 

caravan could well have been visiting relatives. 

The Club at this time was 1925 report of drowning tragedy 
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As mentioned at the beginning the adjacent area we know as the Club was 

equally congested as seen in annotated photo taken from the church tower. 

By superimposing the present memorial gardens red boundary over the old 

map we can understand the brick line which  is still visible was the original pond 

edge and not the foundations of the Pond Head cottages. 
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Finally we look at a section of the 1581 Agas map and we can see there were cottages 

which preceded Pond Head and one can see B and C, free to widow Leeper, were tiny 

cottages. 

D is the Angel and there were substantial buildings there in that time. 
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