
The First Piles 
 

The Club was contacted in 2011 by Roy Crosland who’s great grandfather was a promi-
nent breeder of Modern Game in their transition period of which we as a club knew just a 
little. 
 
Roy’s grandfather was a John Crosland born in 1830 and from the article he provided it 
can be seen he was still a prominent breeder when still in his 80’s in 1910. 
 
He also painted his birds and Roy provided us with a copy of an oil on canvas dated 
1866. 
 
The article makes fascinating reading and relates to a time long gone with many peoples 
names. It must be now preserved as an important document. 
 
Roy also tells me his father continued breeding and showing and he remembers being 
taken to the Bradford Club at Bingley Hall as a child. Roy himself is now 81. His father 
and Fred Entwhistle were great friends, that would be the grandson of WF Entwhistle. 

The painting has had to be restored a little but it is still in excellent condition for an art 
work now nearly 150 years old. 
 
It is the oldest art work we possess of our Breed. 
 
Following is the 1910 article, I have replaced the poor black and white photo with the real 
thing. 




